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Our Services this Month 

April 2018 

1st April 2018   Easter Sunday 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

8th April 2018   2nd Sunday of Easter 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

15th April 2018  3rd Sunday  of Easter 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

22nd April 2018  4th Sunday of Easter 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

29th April 2018  5th Sunday of Easter 

Joint Service at St Francis 

09.30 am St Francis  Holy Communion 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt  07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Easter Message from your Parish Priest 

Let's Celebrate! 

It will probably come as no surprise what I'd like to focus my 

letter this month on; that of course being Easter! Around this 

very special time of year we remember the most important 

festival and celebration of the Christian calendar. Now it's true 

that for many people, and in what we usually see in the world 

about us, the most prominent Christian festival is of course 

Christmas; and indeed I rejoice in the celebrations found in 

our, and nearly all other churches at that time of year too. 

Plus, as an added bonus, remembering Christmas at what for 

the UK is often a very cold season, brings light and good cheer 

to what could otherwise be a seemingly bleak time of year 

too. 

But if we had no Easter, then we would have no Christmas ei-

ther! – and I'll think about this a little more in just a moment. 

Now as this month's magazine is published, we find ourselves 

in Holy Week, that special time of year which precedes the 

Easter celebrations themselves and during which we have ser-

vices every day, which might assist in each of us being drawn 

more deeply into the Pascal mystery that we move towards. 

Then on Good Friday, we have a mixture of thanksgiving and 

sorrow the gift of Christ himself on the Cross. The Cross, 

through which, God demonstrated his complete love for all of 

humanity, by his own self-giving. And so perhaps it's at this 

more than at any other time of year, when the most famous 

words within the whole Bible become most relevant to the 

season than at any other; those of John 3:16. "For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life." 

On Good Friday we will remember once again when Jesus ac-

tually became all that is wrong in the world. When God took 

upon his own shoulders the burden of all evil; not only of the 

then past, but also of the present to us today, and that which 

is to come as well. Though the Cross, we can each find recon-

ciliation to God. 

But then after moving through the waiting and stillness of Holy 
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Saturday, we come to the glorious day of Easter Sunday it-

self. We remember with joy the resurrection of Jesus from the 

dead, and we can only imagine the elation which his disciples 

must have felt when they encountered the risen Lord.  

We also recall and celebrate that not only was Jesus raised 

from the dead (Luke 24:5), but that in turn his own resurrec-

tion points towards the way for each of us; that we are all in-

vited to share in the life eternal when our own earthly pilgrim-

age comes to an end (1 Corinthians 15:20-22). And it is for 

this reason why Easter is so important. For if the story had of 

ended on Good Friday, then we wouldn't have our faith today. 

But end it did not, and it is for this reason that we celebrate 

Easter with such real joy and elation. As Christians we are an 

'Easter People', and we continue to especially celebrate this 

each and every Sunday when we gather together, and have 

the opportunity to meet with and encounter our risen Lord in 

a special way, when we share in Holy Communion. Commun-

ion with God and communion with each other. 

And so as we remember the new life of the resurrection, East-

er is a time of renewed hope, and new beginnings. This is why 

in the early church baptisms often took place around this time 

of year. Additionally, we can also see the new life echoed in 

the natural world all around us too, through the season of 

Spring. 

So this year, let us truly celebrate our faith once more, and 

show the joy which being an 'Easter people' can bring over 

the coming year to all the world around us. 

Paul Watkin. 
**************************** 

The 50/50 Club February 2018 winners   

1st Angie Crimmins, 2nd  Jane Reigate, 3rd  Martin Andrews 

 
 

****************************** 
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From the Registers February 2018 

Weddings  None   

Funerals 

Rita Orley 6th March 2018 

Christenings  

Aurelia Willow Goodacre  4th March 2018 

************************** 

Collects and Readings April 2018 

1st April  Easter Day 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Acts 10:34-43  

John 20:1-18 

Collect 

God of glory, 

by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with faith and hope; 

for a new day has dawned 

and the way to life stands open 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

8th April   2nd Sunday of Easter 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Exodus 14:10 –end and 15:20-21 

Acts 4.32-35  

John 20:19 -end 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 

open the doors of our hearts, 

that we may seek the good of others 
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and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 

to the praise of God the Father. 
 

15th April 3rd  Sunday of Easter  

Matins     Psalm 4 

Readings 

Acts 3:12-19 

1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-48 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

22nd April 4th Sunday of Easter 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Acts 4:5-12 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

29th April  5th Sunday of Easter 

All Age Eucharist Joint Service St Francis 

Readings 

Acts 8:26-40 
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1 John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD 6th MARCH 2018 

AT HENRY DIXON HALL, RIVENHALL END 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Anderson, 

Turner and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk. No members of the public. 

Public Forum 

Questions had been put to Members between meetings as follows: 

 Difficulty opening the notice board at the glass bus stop. 

 Council tax arising from the new dwellings at the Rivenhall Park 

development. 

Matters for discussion 

Winter salt distribution 

Members thanked everyone who spread salt during the recent storm/

freeze. 

Repair to damaged village sign 

The Clerk has registered a claim with the council’s insurers who will 

only replace like for like, so the post/frame repairs will have to be in 

oak, not steel. The original suppliers are unable to quote; the Clerk 

has requested information re sign repairers/manufacturers via the 

EALC. The sign itself, being painted iron, has deteriorated over the 

years and is in a rather poor condition. It was unanimously agreed 

that the Clerk obtain quotes for repairs including repainting of the 

sign detail to submit to the insurers. 
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BDC Community Governance Review 

The Chairman reported that there were no new proposals submitted 

to BDC prior to the consultation deadline. 

Rats under sheds 

The RPFA purchased 2 humane traps. The council will pay 50% of 

this cost. The RPFA Caretaker will monitor the traps. 

ECC Highways Stakeholder Survey 2018 

As ECC requested that only 1 completed survey be submitted for 

each council, having closely considered the document, it was unan-

imously agreed that the Clerk submit to ECC a list of responses as 

discussed. 

Highway & PRoW matters 

Members commented on the outstanding issues as follows: 

Road surfaces damaged by the recent snow and ice; 

Oak Road damaged streetlight alignment improved but not perfect; 

Oak Road bollards not yet replaced; 

Church Road/St. Mary’s Road footway very badly repaired – Post 

meeting note – the Chairman raised this yet again with ECC who 

have now cordoned off the damaged footway in St Marys Road. 

Many streetlights are still not working. 

General maintenance 

Replacement tree for Foxmead - Deferred pending further consulta-

tion with Cllr. Clark. 

Replacement signs for recycling site - it was unanimously agreed 

that the signs produced by the Clerk be laminated and put up on 

site. Also, that the Clerk contact BDC re additional warning signs 

with CCTV indicated. 

The broken wooden post at the recycling site to be repaired/

replaced by the maintenance contractor. 

Planning Applications 

17/01730/OUT: Revised plans – Land south of Rickstones 

Road. 

Members raised the following comments relative to this application: 

To reiterate the objections made originally in the letter dated 8th 

November 2017. 

Also: To strongly disagree with the comments on the BDC website 
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that imply that the existing mature hedgerow is of poor quality. 

To again point out the lack of any NHS GP surgery in north Witham or 

Rivenhall, so that patients will need to travel into Witham for appoint-

ments at already overstretched surgeries. 

There must be provision made for a pedestrian crossing of Rick-

stones Road for students to access the local schools in safety. 

From the BDC website there is – once again - no evidence that any 

S106 money will be allocated to Rivenhall. 

As a separate matter it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk 

write to BDC questioning why, given all the new development that 

has/is taking place within the parish of Rivenhall that no S106 money 

has ever been allocated for facilities within Rivenhall. 

BDC Draft Planning Enforcement Strategy 

It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk write to BDC to reply that 

there doesn’t appear to be enough District Council staff to undertake 

satisfactory enforcement action. Also that BDC should be consistent 

with enforcement when there is clear evidence in support of action. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

A12 – The Highways England route announcement to be made in 

March 2018; construction possibly commences September 2020 with 

a likely start at the Chelmsford end. 

A120 – Route announcement expected from ECC in June 2018; in 

2019 Highways England and the Government are expected to decide 

whether or not they agree with that route and whether there is fund-

ing. Construction anticipated during 2023-2026. 

ESS/03/18/BTE – Extraction of 2 million tonnes of sand and 

gravel from Site A5 Bradwell Quarry 

Given the lack of time to consider it prior to the meeting, it was 

unanimously agreed that the Chairman circulate relevant com-

ments so that a submission could be made to ECC by 26th March, the 

final date for submissions. 

Rivenhall Airfield Waste Site Applications ESS/36/17/BTE & 

ESS/37/17/BTE – Stack height & additional information re land-

scape & visual impact. 

Members reiterated their previous objections detailed in the letter to 

ECC dated 23rd October 2017. 
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Also: Pointing out the inaccurate landscaping assessment which 

minimizes the visual appearance of the stack compared with reality. 

The only structure comparable in the local landscape is the Radar 

Tower at Sheepcotes which is 12m lower than the stack. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

The cycle/footpath along Little Braxted Lane is required as part of 

the legal agreement for the quarry. Following approaches to ECC, it 

has been reported that the building of the path is due to start in 

March. 

The next quarry liaison meeting is scheduled for mid April. 

BDLHP 

The Chairman reported back from a disappointing meeting with ECC 

officers regarding various aspects surrounding the Rectory Lane/ 

Rickstones Road junction. 

ECC has acknowledged that new signs are required warning HGV 

drivers of the Oak Road weight limit and the low Railway Bridge. 

Post meeting note – residents have been reporting increasing num-

bers of HGV drivers ignoring the weight limit, including to/from de-

velopment sites in Witham. These reports, together with photos of 

HGVs breaching the limit, have been forwarded to ECC. 

Information exchange and items for the April agenda 

 ECC highways inefficiencies – next agenda 

 There has been another RTA at the bend where Church Road 

becomes Park Road. 

Dates of future meetings Tuesdays 3rd April and 1st May at Riv-

enhall Village Hall, both at 8pm. 

*********************************** 

End to End Nature Care. 

Tiptree Heath is a site familiar to many if not all readers, being just 

a few miles up the road. Nowadays it is the largest heath in Essex 

and the only site in the county where the three common native 

heather species (Ling, Bell Heather and Cross-leaved Heather) may 

be found together. At our March evening meeting we heard a talk 

by Fred Boot, currently treasurer of the Friends of Tiptree Heath 

(the organisation responsible for looking after the heath), accompa-

nied by Joan Pinch the heath’s Warden, who made it quite clear 

that without human intervention the heath would be nothing like it 

is today. 
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The crucial thing about the site is that it sits on very poorly fertile soil 

near the top of the southern slope of the Tiptree Ridge, the area of 

high ground running from Messing to Wickham Bishops. The Ridge is 

a relic of the southernmost limit of the ice sheet during the Anglian 

glaciation in the recent Ice Age and is the reason the River Blackwa-

ter follows such a circuitous route from Kelvedon to Maldon. If left 

unmanaged the site would revert to woodland, albeit a stunted, 

scrubby wood as the soil would not support the large oak and ash 

trees which can be found in Tarecroft Wood for example. If the scrub 

is cut back or grazed, however, the unusual heathland flora and habi-

tat results. 

Fred recounted the known history of the site, from its very early be-

ginnings as the location of Tiptree Heath Fair in the 18th and 19th cen-

turies, through parts being used as a rubbish dump by the Victorians, 

then much of the site being cultivated during the WW2 “dig for victo-

ry” campaign before being largely abandoned in the 1950s. By the 

1970s when Fred and others started to take a keen interest in the 

site it was overgrown and strewn with rubbish in places, including 

abandoned cars.  

With weekend work parties they cleared the rubbish and by digging a 

ditch protected the site from further major intrusion by vehicles. 

Then they began clearing the scrub in places to allow the heath flora 

to return, a task which continues to this day but has resulted in the 

heath being colonised by a significant number of unusual plants and 

animals, including nesting nightingales (we have visited and heard 

them often).  

By turning their group into a formal charity they were able to attract 

funding to facilitate this work and accelerate the clearance and other 

work, such as pond restoration. They then entered partnership with 

Essex Wildlife Trust and also the owners of the land (Wilkin & Sons, 

the jam people) to secure its long term future. The most recent de-

velopment is the introduction of grazing animals to keep down the 

ever-invading scrub; initially Dexter cattle were used but nowadays 

there are often Exmoor ponies on the heath, although this has meant 

the site had to be fenced extensively, making it feel less ‘wild’ de-

spite the fact that it is an essentially an entirely artificial landscape 

anyway. 

All in all it was a fascinating history lesson about an almost unique 

local site, delivered by Fred in a very engaging manner. We shall be 

visiting the heath during the summer and will no doubt see it in a 

new light. The summer evening meetings start on Wednesday 25th 
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April when we will be doing the usual season-opening cowlsip count 

near Tarecroft Wood, followed by a visit to Terling churchyard the 

week after. Future notable dates for your diary are an opportunity to 

visit and walk around Northey Island in the Blackwater estuary on 

30th May and the Summer Social evening at Stovern’s Hall Farm on 

27th June. For more information ring Simon on 01621 810141 or 

07947 388180 or visit our website www.e2e.silverend.org where you 

can also see photographs from our past activities. 

 

Recipe from Devon, Chocolate Coconut fingers 

I give you this recipe which I have not tried as I am not a coconut 

lover. 

 4 oz margarine or butter 

 4 oz self raising flour 

 2oz granulated sugar 

 2 oz desiccated coconut 

 2 teaspoons cocoa powder 

         Icing 

 4 oz icing sugar 

 1 teaspoon cocoa powder 

 Water to mix 

Set oven to 180, gas 4 and grease a 7in square shallow tin. 

Melt the fat and sugar together in a pan. 

Stir in the flour, coconut and cocoa powder. 

Press mixture into the tin and bake for 15-20 minutes. 

Mix the icing sugar and cocoa powder together with a little water 

to make a not too runny icing. And ice immediately it comes out of 

the oven. 

Weds 

25th 

April 

7:15pm 

Cowslip Survey. Meet in the parking area at the 

bottom of the 

track to Tarecroft Wood (TL824171). 

Weds 

2nd May 
7:30pm 

Terling churchyard for wall geology and spring 

plants. Meet at 19:15 at Stovern's Hall Farm 

(TL825172) to car share or at 19:30 at the 

church (TL773148). 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Cut into fingers when the icing has set and before the base hardens 

too much. 

This simple recipe makes delicious biscuits. (I hope!) 
 

Sky Notes   April 2018 

Throughout April the Sun climbs the sky rapidly, such that over 

each period of 3 days it rises about twice its own width higher in 

the sky. This compares to mid summer and mid winter when there 

is hardly any change in the Sun’s height (as seen in the middle of 

the day) for weeks on end.  By the end of April the Sun sets at 8.20 

pm BST and it is not not fully dark until nearly 11 pm BST 

 During the evening twilight there will be a good opportunity this 

month to see the bright planet Venus low in the West. It will be 

joined by the young crescent Moon on the 17th and 18th. 

 Jupiter continues to improve and by the end of the month is be-

coming prominent in the South East before midnight. It will be 

joined by the Full Moon on the 30th.  

 We still have much to learn about Jupiter, which is by far the larg-

est planet in the Solar System – so large that all of the other plan-

ets could fit inside it. Jupiter’s best known feature is its Great Red 

Spot, which is a weather system visible from Earth and which has 

been monitored for several hundred years by astronomers. Over 

time it has been shrinking, though it is still wider than the Earth is. 

Recently it has developed a much deep orange/red colour which can 

be seen even in modest sized telescopes. 

 In recent decades we have discovered that many other stars have 

planets around them and that Jupiter-sized planets are quite com-

mon.   

 Mars and Saturn remain early morning objects and quite close to-

gether as we see them in the sky. Mars continues to brighten ahead 

of a relatively close approach to Earth in the summer when it will 

become very bright for a few weeks. Both Mars and Venus only be-

come prominently bright for relatively short periods compared to 

Jupiter which can be seen as a bright object in a dark sky every 

year. Mars this year will be low down when at its brightest in late 

July, and also strongly coloured. This can lead to enquiries to the 

media and astronomers to ask about the “bright object in the sky” 

and even reports of seeing UFOs. 

 Between the 18th and 25th April, the Lyrid meteors are active, 
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peaking on April 22nd. This year circumstances are favourable, the 

Moon being New on the 16th. On the night of maximum activity 

the young Moon will be setting in the small hours, so the best 

chances of seeing meteors on the night of the 22nd/23rd will be 

from about 11pm onwards and into the small hours.  

 The Lyrids are not the most active of the regular showers, but can 

produce enhanced rates and occasionally very bright meteors 

known as “fireballs”. At the name suggests, the meteors appear to 

come from near the familiar shape of the constellation of Lyra, 

which is led by the bright blue/white star Vega and will be seen by 

looking to the East.  

 Comets and meteor showers, eclipses and other events in the sky 

have been recorded by people for thousands of years. These his-

toric records are very important to astronomers as it is possible to 

recreate maps of the sky as it would have appeared centuries or 

millennia ago, easily done nowadays with computer software. The 

Lyrid meteors are believed to be one of the oldest recorded of all 

the meteor showers. In a Chinese chronicle, an outburst of Lyrid 

meteors is recorded in the year 687 BC when, along with a good 

description identifying the shower, it is said that “at midnight, stars 

fell like rain”. That is not being predicted for this year, but it was a 

very early account confirming that the shower was then active and 

of the ability of the shower to produce sudden outbursts. From 

that, astronomers can trace backwards in time the link to the com-

et that is the source of the meteors, as it leaves dust behind in its 

orbit.   

 The Spring Astro Evening was unfortunately clouded out with just 

the Moon briefly visible before a weather front rolled in. There will 

be another one in the autumn and for notable events such as eclip-

ses or bright comets, equipment can be set up for public viewing 

with notice given on the Rivenhall Observatory facebook page. 

Sky Watcher 
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Reflections From Margaret 

On Sunday 18th of March two weeks before Easter Sunday – it was 

bitterly cold in Silver End. The Village was covered with Snow and 

our patio was dangerously icy. I thought it likely that St Francis 

Congregation would be very small but I was mistaken. 

To my delight we ended up with 15 people in the church who’s ag-

es spanned over 9 years.! I find it very encouraging that we now 

have younger people as regular worshippers at St Francis church 

and it was great that people had braved the extreme weather to 

come to church . As always I felt especially grateful to Ruth who 

leaves her home early on Sunday to make sure the church is as 

warm as possible for the winter services. I wouldn’t have wanted to 

walk that far in such slippery conditions.!   Margaret Martin. 

**************************************** 

Silver End Heritage Society 

 On April 4th  at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Mark Allen is giving a 

talk on ‘Nurse Scrivener, her working life’ including her time in 

Silver End from 1926-1946. 

This promises to be most interesting  to people who remember Sil-

ver End and its unique social history. Members £3, guests £5 

Members and friends are reminded to book a place for the trip to 

Saffron Walden, which includes a talk at the Fry Gallery about its 

links with the Crittall family. Contact the secretary silverendherit-

agesociety@gmail.com or phone 01376 585702. 

The Silver End Heritage Centre in the Village Hall is open to all, 

free of charge on Saturday April 14th & 28th between 10.30 – 12.30 

**************************************** 

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMES ARE CHANGING 

Please make note the mobile library will only visit Rivenhall 

every 3 weeks in future as follows:- 

The Mobile Library visits every: 

3 weeks 

Day of visit: Monday Time of visit: 9.20am to 9.50am 

Route: Mobile Library 1 week 1 

Next visit dates 

23 April,  14 May, 04 June, 25 June,   6 July,  06 August  

**************************************** 

 

mailto:silverendheritagesociety@gmail.com
mailto:silverendheritagesociety@gmail.com
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11 am May 8th Rogation Service  

We are celebrating Rogation this year at Rivenhall Hall 

Farm just North of Rivenhall Church CM8 3PG 

Come along and see the new 

lambs and the crops  

Thankyou to Robert Pearce for 

providing this wonderful 

setting 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Comencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club's monthly meeting was held in Rivenhall village hall on 

13th March 2018. Unfortunately our speaker, Colin Ashby, was 

unable to attend and we shall hope to see him in 2019. We were 

fortunate that Julia Todd from Silver End was able to come and 

talk to us about Corsica-the Scented Isle. This was a holiday that 

she took with a small group of enthusiasts with `Nature Trek'. 

Julia's interest is wild flowers particularly those native to the area 

she is visiting, in this case Corsica, and she was pleased to have 

a very knowledgeable Botanist on hand. It is not a large island 

and is mostly mountainous. Despite some disappointing weather 

there were some splendid photos of the mountains, gorges and 

the picturesque villages in the west of the island together with 

many of the wild flowers, some known to us ( lots of orchids) 

and some not so familiar. Bird enthusiasts enjoyed watching Red 

Kites, Woodchats, Shrikes and the European Bee-eater. Julia 

gave a detailed and interesting talk and we are indebted to her 

for coming at such very short notice. 
 

COMPETITION RESULTS Horticultural 

1st Brian Cradwick 2nd Don Scott 3rd Maurice Bacon 

 

Domestic 

1st Karen Dakin 2nd Jenny Claydon 3rd Shirley Bacon 

 

Flower of the Month 

1st Maurice Bacon 2nd Don Scott 3rd Shirley Bacon 
 

The next Club meeting will be on Tuesday 10th April 7.30 pm in 

Rivenhall village hall. This meeting will incorporate our 

DAFFODIL SHOW to be judged by Malcolm Bradbury, who will 

give a talk and answer questions after judging. Competitions will 

be: Horticultural – one stem of a flowering shrub. Domestic – 3 

rock cakes. Flower of the Month. Entrance is £1 to include 

refreshments. New members and visitors are always welcome. 

Membership is £5 for the year, Juniors £1. For further details 

please contact the Club Secretary on 01376 512781. 
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The Life of a Marconi Field Service Engineer 

Part 3 By Peter Hope 

Part 3 a summer at Goonhilly Downs By Peter 

Hope 1978 

1978 was a complicated year for me it started with a short spell in 

hospital I woke up one morning with what can only be described 

rather crudely as a “Pain in the Bum”. This was early January, since 

moving to Chelmsford in 1973 I had not registered with a doctor so 

I asked advice from some of the other residents of the house I 

shared and took myself off to a surgery just off Moulsham street. I 

made my problem clear to the receptionist filled out a few forms 

and was accepted as a patient. The waiting room was very crowded 

and I thought I am going to be here for hours. To my surprise 10 

minutes later I was called into the Doctor and he considered I 

needed a course of antibiotics (The age old cure for everything). 

I was later in the Chemist getting my prescription when I saw one 

of the engineers from the house next door. I told him why I was 

there and said I was surprised to get seen so quickly considering 

how full the waiting room was! He told me that I had been seen by 

the old man who was in his late 70’s he said most younger people 

see his son who is a modern doctor. This gave me little faith in the 

diagnosis and when by 4 am the next morning my symptoms had 

worsened considerably I took myself to A and E and was 

immediately admitted.  

By 6 pm I was in surgery and then had 2 weeks recuperation. 

During this time I went to a party in Boreham and there I met 

Clare. We spent the evening together but I didn’t get a phone 

number so by the next day I was trying to work out how I was 

going to get to see her again. She had said something about 

walking Dogs the next day at 10 am in the morning and I figured 

this was likely to be Danbury lakes. However after spending two 

fruitless hours at Danbury, I decided I must have got this wrong. 

Disappointed but determined I phoned a lady called Shirley who 

knew where Clare was living and manged to get her phone number. 

That evening I bucked up the courage to ring and her housemate 

Sylvia answered the phone and on identifying who I was called out 

to Clare “it’s the groper from last night!” 

With that as an introduction what could I say? Anyway we agreed 

to meet at a mutual friends house in Baddow the following Friday 
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and I took my guitar and serenaded the two ladies with some James 

Taylor. But of course I only had eyes for one of them! 

It looked like our budding romance was going to come to a quick 

end because Marconi were sending me to South Africa for 5 months 

to work on a project and Clare and I hadn’t really moved far with our 

relationship by then. However we started writing to each other while 

I was away and I even made a phone call on one Saturday night 

which cost me £100! about a week’s wages in those days. 

After 4 weeks my “Pain in the Bum” started to trouble me again and 

I was hospitalised in South Africa for further surgery. After three 

days I was released but told to rest and not work for a further two 

weeks. My Boss said I will send you to a luxury Hotel in Durban for 

recovery nice food, a pool and the beach what more could I want. 

However I had other ideas and returned to England where I knew 

there was an excellent nurse who would care for me and restore me 

to full health, the rest as they say is history. 

It was now the middle of March and Marconi decided I should go and 

work on a new system at the Goonhilly Earth Station in Cornwall 

Goonhilly 5. This was 

the first of a new type of 

Antenna much smaller 

than the earlier 32m 

dishes with a diameter 

of 19m. The antenna 

and systems were for 

experiments that would 

lead to the direct 

broadcast of high 

definition television from 

space into every home 

in the land and this 

dream became a reality 

in 1989 with the inauguration of the Sky TV service.  

The picture inside the back cover shows the Antenna that was built 

by our team of Marconi engineers in the Summer of 1978.  

We lived in a small town called Porthleven (see picture above) this 

was a Cornish harbour village  that could be ravaged by wild storms. 

One weekend Clare came to visit and on the Friday evening the 

beach looked something like the picture below: 

The following day the fog set in and nothing was moving, so on the 
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Sunday Clare came to 

the site at Goonhilly 

with me and helped 

mark cables for the 

day. 

The summer of 1978 

was one of the 

coolest and wettest in 

the last 100 years in 

July the average day 

time temperature was 

below 18 degrees. 

Consequently Terry 

our Engineer-in-Charge who later became my daughter Sarah’s 

Godfather had to buy us all thick anoraks for working outside.  

One weekend the weather in Cornwall was forecast to be bad so on 

the Friday we decided to drive to Chelmsford not least because both 

Terry and I and another one of the lads were missing our girlfriends. 

One of the fitters Paul a bright lad suggested that if we disconnected 

the speedo on the company Avenger we could make the journey 

without recording the mileage. Seemed like a good idea at the time 

so we took it in turns to drive unfortunately muggins here was 

driving on the M5 near Bristol when a Police car pulled me over and 

told me I was exceeding the 70 MPH limit by 20 MPH (in those days 

they timed you over a distance with a stop watch!). I said there was 

a fault with the speedo so he got in the car and observed the 

problem; I subsequently got a ticket for speeding and driving a 

defective vehicle. A lesson learned! 

It was about this time Clare thought we should buy a house even 

though she was living in my nice new flat with all mod cons in 

Springfield. Anyway I told her to start looking and one weekend she 

said “I want you to see a house I like” which was located in Great 

Totham. I am not joking when I say that I think the house was 

being lived in by chickens and the front door was being held up by a 

wardrobe. Nevertheless we bought the house and enjoyed three 

years there at which point we were planning our second child and 

needed an extra bedroom. 

We had some lovely weekends in Cornwall that summer especially 

when Clare and Terry’s future wife Janet came for the weekend. 

With lock-ins at the pub a few doors from our B&B I would play 
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Guitar and we would sing the old Irish folks songs such as Black 

Velvet Band and Whisky in the Jar etc. 

After this I left the installations department so that I could start a 

proper Married life, transferring to an office based role as a systems 

Engineer. That’s when the fun really started 

Spring has sprung – what crime does it bring? 

Well spring has sprung and the migration into the garden has 

commenced with all the extra jobs that it brings. Unfortunately, 

with the spring season also comes seasonal crimes too and we need 

give it a little consideration to prevent it and help others from 

becoming victims too. 

Working in the garden:  It is easy to get engrossed in what you are 

doing when working in the garden, if the house is empty it is wise 

to close and lock the door (don’t forget the key though!). Put tools 

away after use, “it add insult to injury” if your tools are used to 

break into your house. 

New tools and lawn mowers: Be mindful of how you dispose of the 

packaging to your new purchases; don’t advertise it to the thieves 

and burglars with your empty boxes on display outside for roadside 

collection. Fold boxes inside out or break them up and put them in 

bag for collection. 

Property marking: It’s a good deterrent if your property is visibly 

security marked with your house number and post code such as 

www.creproducts.co.uk  or labelled if a forensic property marking 

system is used such as www.smartwater.com or 

www.selectadna.co.uk. You can also record the serial numbers of any 

property free of charge at www.immobilise.com . If your property does 

get stolen with property marking and/or recording on Immobilise there 

is a greater chance of you getting it back. 

Shed security: With sheds coach-bolt and plate the padlock hasp 

sections to the frame and door, use a good quality “Close Shackle” 

padlock or a key operated mortice lock; don’t forget the hinges 

ensure they cannot be unscrewed. Protect windows with a wire 

mesh and fit a curtain or white wash the windows to prevent prying 

eyes. Consider a shed alarm if you do not have one, there are shed 

alarms available that contact you on the phone when activated and 

this is a clever device with many applications www.uwatch.co.uk . 

Products that are fit for purpose can found by looking for the 

"Secured by Design" or "Sold Secure" logos, or on their websites 

http://www.creproducts.co.uk
http://www.smartwater.com
http://www.selectadna.co.uk
http://www.immobilise.com
http://www.uwatch.co.uk
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www.securedbydesign.com or www.soldsecure.com . 

New plants:  Larger plants etc can be secured to land or rootball 

anchors or plant through chicken wire covering the area with soil. 

Cement or bolt down containers to the ground. Your local garden 

centre or DIY store should be able to help. 

Rogue Traders: The rogue trader also takes advantage of the fine 

weather to con the unsuspecting. Although you may think you 

would never be taken in by them they can be very convincing 

especially to the elderly or vulnerable, “I am laying some gravel up 

the road and see you need some……” “I notice your trees or shrubs 

need a prune…” so many stories. Look after the elderly or 

vulnerable near you and step in should you need to with a little 

advice, also another face sometime puts the rogue trader off. Need 

a trader and have no personal recommendations, look at 

www.buywithconfidence for traders checked out by Trading 

Standards. 

Turning the pages of History 
Research by Tracy Scott 

 
I have turned quite a few pages back in history this month starting 

with April 1773.  Cocking: to be fought a Main of Cocks, on 

Thursday and Friday the 22nd and 23rd days in April between 

Suffolk and Essex at Mr. William. Crane’s, the sign of the Fox at 

Rivenhall End for a considerable sum, play or pay.  Cocks to be on 

the Pitt each day at ten o’clock and dinner ready at two. 

Entertainment on Thursday evening, April 18th 1872 was given in 

the Workmen’s Hall, consisting of singing and readings in aid of the 

funds of the Rivenhall Cricket Club.  The chair was taken by the 

Rev. J.  Barnside; the readers were Messrs. J. Polley, G. Taber, 

Bridge and J. Orst: the singers were Messrs. W. Crow, E, Bridge, J. 

Upson, and A. Taylor.  Votes of thanks were accorded to the 

chairman and the performers and to Dr. H. Dixon for the use of the 

hall.  The singing of the National Anthem closed the meeting. 

In May End to End magazine last year…we recalled the event of 

the raising money for the now organ in 1977, so let me take you 

back to April 1890 when the village folk were doing the same 

thing, this time towards repair.  The Church Organ Fund organisers 

gave a concert in the schoolroom in aid of the fund.  The room was 

decorated with flowers by Misses Bridges and Hutley and these 

were sent the following day to a London hospital.  The Rev. 

http://www.buywithconfidence
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Bridges presided.  Recitations by Miss E. Luard were worthy of note 

and fairly brought down the house. Songs by Miss A. Hutley secured 

a few encores.  Other performers were Miss Hawkins, Miss Bridges, 

Mr. Phillips, Mr. N. Howlett and Mr. H. Phillips.  £3 6s. 3d was given 

towards the repair of the organ fund.  

On a Saturday in 1935 a loan exhibition of English and French 

paintings and drawings, arranged by the British Institute of Adult 

Education was held at Silver End Village Hall.  This drew 96 pictures, 

which were hung and proved a very interesting and varied collection.  

Most of them were loaned by well-known Essex artists.  
 

Is Your Broadband Internet behaving ? 

Quite a few village residents have been complaining, since before 

Christmas, about interruptions to the broadband services. It seems 

that at least some of the problem may be electrical interference in 

the area of the cabinet by the village green. BT Openreach are 

responsible, but the only way to get them to take this problem 

seriously and investigate properly, is to provide evidence as to how 

many users are affected. 

 

To this end I would appreciate e-mail reports from local residents 

about any issues they are having with their broadband, whether they 

have had BT Openreach Engineers in attendance,  and details of the 

ISP being used (e.g. TalkTalk, Plusnet, Sky etc.) and whether you 

have Fibre or regular broadband. 

 

Regards Colin Shead e-mail colin@shead.org.uk 
 

In Memory of Rita Orley  

It was with great sadness that I heard of Rita's death back in 

February 2018. I have known Rita for about 47 years. 

I first met Rita when she became a Sunday School Teacher at the 

then called Rivenhall Church Hall (opposite the village shop), it's now 

called the village hall, (as the church sold the hall). 

Rita helped out Faith Murton , the late Deidre Succamore and later 

on Maggie Caldwall helped out as Sunday School teachers. Those of 

us as children had fond memories of the lessons and Christmas plays 

that we did. 

But once the Hall was sold Sunday school lessons started at St 
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Mary's Church, in the vestry. 

Rita and her late husband Bill lived in Palm Close Witham for some 

time.Their daughter Debbie got married and had a son Robert Later 

on, Rita and Bill moved to Great Totham. But still attended 

Rivenhall Church. Both eventually joined the choir (in which I was 

involved with for 25 years). 

Rita also (sometimes) organised the Womens World Day Of Prayer 

locally and helped out on the PCC. 

I am glad that I have known Rita and her family for so many years 

and that we had kept in touch. She is now reunited with her 

husband Bill who passed away in 2015. 

Rita and Bill will be greatly missed by their Daughter Debbie and 

family and by all her friends. 

Rest in Peace 

Judy Hill 

Memories of Rita from Choir Member Clare Hope 

We moved to Rivenhall 25 years ago and Rita was the first one to 

greet us when we attended St Mary’s church ,she was leading the 

service . 

Rita and Bill gave much of their time  to the church ,helping with 

fund raising, singing in the choir and Rita, a pastoral visitor .She 

was qualified to take Holy Communion to those in the community 

who were unable to attend church. She also  helped with 

distribution of  Holy  Communion ,both in  St Francis and  St Mary’s 

churches. 

t is hard to talk about Rita without mentioning her husband Bill as 

they were always together. They belonged to two choirs, St Mary’s 

and a choir in Braintree called the Praise Singers. At their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary party they showed us how well they could 

dance and they attended a ball room dancing club in Tiptree once a  

week in their latter years. 

We became great friends with other choir members and together 

the choir, once a year , had a weekend away, visiting friends in 

Abingdon. We had great fun and enjoyed a visit to Didcot Steam 

Railway (steam railways being one of Bill’s big hobbies). 
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On our visits to Oxford we also attended church on Sunday in a 

Villiage called Dorchester. It was a lovely Church and Rita would 

always ask that we go back there on  our visits. 

Following Bill’s death 2 years ago Rita was able to stay in her own 

home , with help from their daughter Debbie who has been a great 

support . 

Rita continued to attend church each week with a number of people 

volunteering to collect her and sang with the choir until she was 

admitted to hospital prior to her death . 

I attended a discussion group with Rita in the past and we were 

asked if we believed in Angels .Rita gave a firm yes and I am sure 

she is now with the Angels and re-united with Bill. She missed him 

very much. 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library April Monday 23rd Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



The Goonhiily Earth Station Aerial 5 from 1978 

Spring has sprung 

and it is time for a 

bit of Naughty 

business! (More 

from Ann Kerrs 

spring collection) 




